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2.7 • Roger's Mill v 

Roger's Mill, also known as the Jolly Giant Mill.and the Johannsen Mill, was 
located in Six Mile Canyon, about'2h miles east of Virginia City, and about one 
half mile .east of Sugarloaf Peak, in the southwest quarter of the northwest 
quarter (SWk NWk) of Section,26, T1-7N, R21E (B-4; A002005) (B-5 ; A010544) (Map 3.0, 
Map 3.1). Wheeler's 1876 Map and the U.S. Geological Survey's Topographical Map 
of the Washoe Mining Region show a Jolly Giant Mill in Six-Mile Canyon at this 
approximate location (B-2;A010546) (B-ll;A005065). W. T. Moran's 1923 Map of the 
Comstock shows a Roger's Mill located much farther east in Six Mile Canyon, about 
3.5 miles east of Virginia City, at the approximate location of Pr'octor Mill. 
The Proctor Mill was also known as the Roger's Mill (see section 2.11). The 
current tax assessor's parcel number is 04-301-10. 

In 1863, Kelley.'s Second Directory described the Roger's Silver Mining Company 
Mill as located, on Flowery Road, three miles east of Virginia City, having eight 
stamps and crushing 14 tons per day. . W. Buncher was identified as the 
superintendent (A-2;A008121). 

On July 10, .1863, a survey of Rodgers Silver Mining Company's claim to 56.48 
acres of land was performed (1-1). The map of the claim shows two structures, 
one located in Six Mile Canyon labeled "mill." The other structure, whose use 
was unspecified,, was located along Gould and Curry Road (1-1) (Map 5). 

The 1866 State Mineralogist Report described Roger's Mill as having eight stamps 
and a crushing capacity of ,12 tons per day (A-4;A008519). 

Nine years after the survey of the land claim, on August 31, 1872, the State of . 
Nevada granted a patent to David Bowie for land encompassing the Roger's Millsite 
(Sh NWk of section 26) (1-2). Bowie was adjudged bankrupt on December 22, 1873, 
pursuant to his own petition, as was Ira S. Parke (1-3) (1-4). On June 4, 1874, 
in two separate deeds, their assignees in bankruptcy (Isaac L. Requa, C. C. 
Batterman, and J.. C. Hampton) conveyed the land including the millsite and all 
rights under the state patent to A. M. Edgington (1-3) (1-4). On May 13, 1875, 
A. M.' Edgington conveyed the same property to the Virginia and Truckee Railroad 
Company (1-5). The deeds do not specifically refer to the Roger's1 Mill (1-3) 
(1-4) (1-5). . , i 

In 1889, a mill and millsite "west of Fisher's mill" were assessed to J.W. 
Johannsen. Several title documents describe the location of the Johannsen Mill 
as' west of Fisher's Mill (1-6) (1-7) (1-8) (1-9)' (1-10). This location 
corresponds to the location of the Roger's Mill, as shown on the maps discussed 
above. The Johannsen Mill and Roger's Mill probably are the same mill. 

On June 21, 1893, Daniel William Johannsen conveyed the Johannsen-M-i-H. and— 
associated sluice boxes to A. J. Root (1-6). A. J. Root conveyed the Johannsen 
Mill and sluice boxes to F. L. Wildes on August 1, 1894 (1-7). 

On February 1-6, 1895, F. L. Wildes conveyed the Johannsen Mill, Millsite and 
sluice boxes to the Nevada Bank of San Francisco (1-8). This conveyance was 
outright. The deed does not suggest that the conveyance was security for a loan 
(1-8). In accordance with this transaction, Nevada Bank was assessed for the 
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Johannsen Mill.in 1896. Three years after acquisition, on February 23, 1898, 
Nevada Bank of San Francisco conveyed the mill, millsite arid sluice boxes to 
Daniel William Johannsen (1-9). 

Johannsen conveyed the mill property to R. Noce on March 3, 1898 (I-10), although 
Johannsen was assessed, for the mill in 1900. • 

On February i 24, 1903, the Union Mill and Mining Company conveyed land 
encompassing the millsite (Sh NW^s of section 26) to Charles Butters (J-ll) . The 
title search did not uncover a source of title for the Union Mill I and Mining 
Company to this land. Charles Butters and Jessie Butters conveyed the property 
to R. R. Hillman on June 9, 1919 (1-12). 

Another break in the chain of title occurs at this point. On May 20., 1966 (and 
again in a correction deed dated March 21, 1967), Natalie F. Mullally conveyed 
land including the millsite (Sh NW*s of Section 26.) to Starr Hill, Jr. (1-13) 
(1-14). On April 28., 1971, the Storey County Treasurer conveyed the property to 
Storey County for nonpayment of taxes (1-15). j 

CURRENT ASSESSED OWNER . i 

Parcel No. Owner ! 

04-301-10 Storey County Treasurer j 

Drawer D j 
Virginia City, NV 89440 ! 

The title abstract and title tree for the Roger's Millsite follow.; The title 
documents are contained in Attachment VIII.. 
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ROGERS MILLSITE 

DATE INST | GRANTOR GRANTEE PROPERTY fi COMMENTS 
DATE 

RECORDED 
COUNTY 
BOOK 

COUNTY 
PAGE 

DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 

07-10-1863 Survey of 
Land Claim 

Rodgers Silver 
Mining Company 

56.48 acre parcel in 
Six Mile Canyon, 
along Gould and Curry 
Road (map shows mill) 

07-10-1863 Loca
tions A 

191 (1-1) 

| 

56.48 acre parcel in 
Six Mile Canyon, 
along Gould and Curry 
Road (map shows mill) 

8 08-31-1872 State 
Patent 
(Register's 
Certificate 
No. 461) 

State of Nevada David Bowie S% NW?j Section 26 11-23-1877 Storey 
Deeds 
41 

569-572 (1-2) 

I 06-04-1874 Deed Isaac L. Requa 
C.C. Batterman 
J.C. Hampton,^as 
assignees in 
bankruptcy of Ira S. 
Parke & David Bowie 

A.M. Edgington Nevada State 
Register's 
Certificate for land 
No. 461 

06-09-1874 Storey 
Deeds 
35, 

414-416 (1-3) 

06-04-1874 Deed Isaac L. Requa 
C.C. Batterman 
J.C. Hampton, as 
assignees in 
bankruptcy of Ira S. 
Parke & David Bowie 

A.M. Edgington S% NW3J Section 2 6 06-09-1874 Storey 
Deeds 
35 

417-420 (1-4) 

05-13-1875 Deed A.M. Edgington Virginia and 
Truckee Rail 
Road Company (NV 
corp.) 

State Register's 
Certificate for land 
No. 461 and S^s NV)J; 
Section 26 

05-13-1875 Storey 
Deeds 
37 

453-456 (1-5) 

- 1889 - Tax Roll J.W. Johannsen mill and millsite 
west of Fisher's mill 

06-21-1893 Deed Daniel William 
Johannsen 

A.J. Root Johannsen mill and 
sluice boxes (west of 
Fishers mill) 

06-21-1893 Storey 
Deeds 
53 

032-033 (1-6) 

1 
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ROGERS MILLSITE (continued) 

DATE INST GRANTOR GRANTEE PROPERTY & COMMENTS 
DATE 

RECORDED 
COUNTY 
BOOK 

COUNTY 
PAGB 

DOCUMENT i 
' VTTMRJTR ! 1 

08-01-1894 Deed A.J. Root F.L. Wildes mill formerly owned 
by Daniel William 
Johannsen and sluice 
boxes (west of 
Fischer's mill) 

08-01-1894 Storey. 
Peeds 
52 

293-294 (1-7) 

02-16-1895 Deed F.L. Wildes Nevada Bank of 
San Francisco 
(CA corp.) 

mill formerly owned 
by Daniel William 
Johannsen, millsite 
and sluice boxes 
(west of Fischer's 
mill) 

04-16-1895 Storey 
Deeds 
53 

155-157 (1-8) 

- 1896 - Tax Roll Nevada Bank Johannsen mill on Six 
Mile Canyon 

' 

02-23-1898 -Deed Nevada Bank of San 
Francisco (CA corp.) 

Daniel William 
Johannsen 

mill formerly owned 
by Daniel William 
Johannsen, millsite 
and sluice boxes, 
(west of Fischers 
mill) 

03-03-1898 Storey 
Deeds 
53 

383-384 (1-9) 

03-03-1898 Deed Daniel William 
Johannsen 

R. Noce Johannsen's mill, 
millsite and sluice 
boxes (west of 
Fischer's mill) 

03-03-1898 Storey 
Deeds 
53 

385-386 (1-10) 
-

- 1900 - Tax Roll D.W. johannsen mill in Six Mile 
Canyon 

02-24-1903 Deed Union Mill and 
Mining Company (CA 
corp.), by James M. 
Allen, President, 
and James Newlands 
Jr., Secretary 

Charles Butters S% NW^ Section 26 04-16-1903 Storey 
Deeds 
55 

072-074 (1-11) 

06-09-1919 Deed Charles Butters 
Jessie Butters 

R.R. Hillman S% NW^ Section 26 01-12-1920 Storey 
Deeds 
58 

336-341 (1-12) I 
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ROGERS MILLSITE (continued) 

| DATE INST GRANTOR GRANTEE PROPERTY t C0MMENT8 
DATE 

RECORDED 
COUNTY 
BOOK 

COUNTY 
PAGE 

DOCUMENT 
NUMBER | 

J 05-20-1966 Deed Natalie F. Mullally Starr Hill, Jr. S% NW3; Section 26 06-06-1966 Storey 
Deeds 
65 

518-519 (1-13) 

I 03-21-1967 Correction 
Deed 

Natalie F. Mullally Starr Hill, Jr. S^ NW3; Section 26 04-03-1967 Storey 
Deeds 
65 

579-580 (1-14) 

04-28-1971 -Tax Deed Shirley Andreasen, 
Tax Receiver of 
Storey County 

Shirley 
Andreasen, 
Treasurer of 
Storey County 

S3; NW3; Section 26 04-28-1971 Storey 
Deeds 
66 

293-297 (1-15.) 

- 1993 - Tax Roll Storey County 
Treasurer 

Parcel No. 04-301-10 
(SSj NW3; and NW3; SW3; 
Section 26) 

LO 
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1.0 HISTORICAL DOCUMENTATION OF MILL 

1.1 HISTORICAL SUMMARY OF ROGERS MILL 

The Rogers Mill, built in 1862 at an estimated cost of $23,000, was located about 
three miles east of Virginia City in Six Mile Canyon (Browne 1867:352; Ansari 1989*30) It 
was also sometimes known as Johannsen Mill (Science Applications International 
Agency, Technology Services Company [SAIA TSC] 1994:68). In 1863, Rodger's Silver 

Mining Company owned this mill while W. Buncher served as the superintendent (SAIA 
TSC 1994:68). The mill, with its 30 horsepower engine, nine wooden tubes, one Knox 

pan, and eight stamps, processed about 14 tons of ore per day from the Rogers claim in 
the Flowery District (Ansari 1989:30). In 1863, a survey of the mill site recorded the 
presence of two mills structures (Figure 1). In 1866, Rogers S.M. Co. owned the $10,400 

steam-powered mill, which used.three and a half cords of wood to crush about 12 tons 

o ore per day (Ansari 1989:30; Browne 1867:352). According to the February 13 1870 

issue of the Territorial Enterprise, the mill was to be moved to process tailings in the 

esert below the mouth of Six Mile Canyon (Territorial Enterprise 1870:3), though the 
mill appears to have still existed as of 1900 (SAIA TSC 1994:72). 

The following tables contain the full title history of the mill (SAIA TSC 1994:71-73). 
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Lady Bryan Mill: Reduction facility which was located in Sixmile Canyon above the Lady 
Bryan Mine. In the early 1870s it was reported to have 10 stamps and to be idle. In the 
early 1880s the mill was moved to the Rock Point Mill site on the Carson River near Dayton 
(Comp, 1980; SMR, 1871-72, 138). 

Olive Branch Mill: Kelly's 1863 directory reported this to be the largest quartz mill in the 
Flowery Mining District. It was built in the early 1860s in the town of Flowery and had 16 
stamps, 32 Knox pans, a 24-ton-per-day capacity, 12 employees, and a main building 
measuring about 60 x 72 (Kelly, 1863, 164)., 

Jolly Giant Mill: Ore reduction plant shown on an 1876-77 map as situated in Sixmile 
Canyon south of the mouth of Flowery Canyon, which would place it about 1-1/2 to 2 miles 
northeast of Sugarloaf. No other information was found (Wheeler, 1876-77, map). 

Fisher Mill: According to Stoddard, in 1906 this mill was processing ore from the Chollar 
and Potosi mines. It was located below Sugarloaf in the Flowery District (Stoddard, 1950, 
26; Storey County Assessment Roll, 1980-81, 92). 

Rogers Mill: In Kelly's 1863 directory this quartz mill was reported to be located 
approximately three miles east of Virginia City and to be processing ore from the Rogers 
claim in the Flowery District. At that time it had a 30 horsepower engine] 8 stamps, 9 
wooden tubs, 1 Knox pan, and a capacity of 14 tons a day. In 1866 it was listed as a steam 
mill using 3-1/2 cords of wood a day and having 8 stamps with a 12 ton capacity. The mill 
is shown on Moran's 1923 map as located on the J. L. Rogers' property. ! In 1870 the 
Territorial Enterprise reported that the mill was being moved to the desert below the mouth 
of Sixmile Canyon to process an immense deposit of tailings (Kelly, 1863,164; 'Moran, 1923, 
map; SMR, 1866, 148; TE, 1870, Feb.. 13, 3:3). 

Bassett Mill: In Kelly's 1862 directory this mill was reported to be owned by'A. Bassett & 
Co., to be located in the Flowery District, to possess a main building measuring about 40 x 
40 feet, and to have 16 stamps with a crushing capacity of 24 tons a day. | It was also 
known as the Suncook Mill.. Another Bassett or Suncook Mill was located lin Sevenmile 
Canyon (Kelly, 1862, 113; Moran, 1923, map). 

Bartola Mill: In Kelly's 1862 directory this quartz mill was listed as being located at the 
junction of Flowery Toll Road (now Sixmile Canyon Road) and Desert Canyonl Kelly's 1863 
directory described it as a water-powered mill having 10 stamps, 36 amalgamating pans, a 
10-ton-a-day capacity, and 10 employees. Variant spellings are Bertola, Bertoli, and Bartoli. 
There was another Bartola Mill located in Gold Canyon below Silver City (Collins, 1864-65, 
316; Kelly, 1862,114; 1863, 164). 

Several other small mills dotted the canyon. Moran's 1923 map shows I Bossells Mill 
located to the southeast of Sugarloaf. The same map shows Jennings Mill beloyv Rogers Mill 
near the mouth of the canyon on property owned by George M. Jefmings. The Centennial 
Mill had a brief history. A July 12, 1876 Territorial Enterprise article reported that it had 
recently gone into operation at the mouth of the canyon, that it was owne|d by Charles 
Baker & Co., and that it was doing well for a time but was beginning to suffer from the 
low price of silver. A month later the Territorial Enterprise wrote that the $ 16,000-tailings 
mill was destroyed by fire after operating only two months and was only partially insured. 
The Clark Mill was listed for sale in 1868 as a water-powered mill with 5 stamps dnd 3 
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